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I chose this image to be my first one I share because I get so much happiness when I look at it.
Initially, when I was chosen for the SDC program I was equally excited and nervous about meeting my
group. I never imagined how close I would get to all of these people, I imagined I would become friends
with one or two people. Instead, we all grew close. I chose this group photo over the countless other
group photos because it was in the Horimiya house on Sado Island. Here is where we started bonding
over our love for culture, movies, music, and video games while we learned the basics of Japanese culture
and Taiko drumming. We overcame our fears and shyness together in this place while we learned to take
care of futons, cook and keep the drumming center clean. These people became so important to me and I
truly cherish the friendships I made. I am grateful to the Horimiya house for giving us a place to make
such friendships. FYI they are all invited to my wedding.



This photo was taken on our 2nd or 3rd day on Sado Island. We had just come back from touring
an old ship as well as some local public art pieces. This image shows the entrance to a temple where I first
learned about the religious side of Japan. I am not a very religious person, but being able to take in and
appreciate the Shrine was a very calming and intriguing experience. We went to the shrine and did the
ceremonial 2 claps, a bow, another clap, and then the toss of a coin to pray. Going to the shrine and
praying made me feel some kind of serenity that I had never felt before. I loved the feeling of being at a
shrine or神社 (jinja) I felt calmer, I felt different; everything I did forward had a purpose. I hope to go to
a shrine again in the future as it was an experience that I would love to share with my family and my
friends.



This photo was taken in a Kimono shop in Sapporo where we each had a Kimono dresser put on
our Kimonos. Initially, we saw the experts put the traditional wedding Kimonos onto some of the
members. The intricacies of putting on a Kimono are something I now appreciate. Every fold, every layer
has a reason. Watching the process was captivating alone, but being able to put one on was incredible. As
well, being able to share the experience with my new friends in my SDC group and our hosts was also just
a fun experience. We took many photos in the Kimonos but this one was my favorite. I treasure this photo
because it took us many tries to get the step-like structure and this was the one that we finally managed to
somewhat get it. The Kimonos gave me a sense of confidence that I had never experienced before. I hope
to be able to put a Kimono on again, and maybe next time it will be at a festival or a special ceremony.



The photo here was taken at a performance during my time on Sado Island. The performance was
about a lady who had become possessed by an evil spirit and later she was exercised. The performance
stood out to me, not only because of the content of the show, but because of how the audience behaved.
The crowd was dead silent, the respect people had for the performers and each other was nice to feel and
participate in. The performance itself was simple yet it was able to keep my attention because of the
performer's movements, slow yet meticulous, quick at times yet careful. Every step had meaning behind it
and you could tell how much love the performers had for the story. The music and the movements were
eerie. In the end, I loved the performance, the intricate details, the costumes, and the story itself all made
me want to keep watching even after already sitting through two hours of it.



One of my favorite moments of the program came during my homestay, specifically when my
Japanese family took me to a festival. We went to the festival a couple of days into the homestay, and
being able to learn about why they held a festival was interesting. While at the festival I hung out with my
homestay brother and we found some of the other Student Diplomats and their host siblings for a great
night of exploring. We would go from stand to stand trying food and playing festival games, and I was
able to try fried squid on a stick. I didn’t like it but regardless, I was able to try it. Another reason I chose
this photo was because it felt nice to know that there are still places that trust their people enough to have
children run around without parental supervision. Everyone at the festival was respectful of each other and
I felt safe there, and unfortunately, I don’t feel the same about America. It was a nice change of pace, it
was nice to be somewhere where the community was so respectful and happy.



I love this photo, it was taken the day before I departed from my homestay family. I wanted to
highlight this photo because I loved my homestay family, their love towards me felt so warm. I was at
first nervous to meet them but in the end, I left crying while hugging my homestay mom. One night that I
remember vividly was after going to a mall where I bought a figure that I would have to build. My
homestay sister Built the figure together even thought we did not speak each others languages. The small
day to day things that I was able to do with my homestay family made me feel a sense of family I had
never felt before. Their love was so different from what I feel back at home, we would always be doing
something as a family, and we would be laughing and trying to converse even with my little to no
Japanese speaking skills. We would play Mario Kart, I would try new foods, and we would go into their
home sauna. The Nishimura family holds a special place in my heart and I will cherish and reminisce on
the times we spent together. I am so lucky to call them family now.



This group includes Japanese college students who worked with our group for part of the program. Fellow
SDD student Abdoul (second from the left) and I were fortunate enough to have this group of guys teach
us about Japan. We even learned how to make Japanese-style barbecue. We first went to a grocery store
and the college students were recommending all types of snacks to try. One snack that stuck with me was
these Honey Butter chips that translated to “Happy Butter.” Those chips were my favorite for the whole
trip. We bonded over our love for anime and we spent a good while playing songs. I also learned most of
my Japanese from them, they taught me how to ask for directions, how to say “We are all friends,” as well
as a lot of other useful phrases that I would use throughout the month. I have a great appreciation for this
group of guys, we bonded, we laughed and we had an amazing meal together. For that I am grateful and I
will miss them.



This photo was taken in Sapporo, I was with another Japanese college student group, as they
introduced Sapporo to us, and I cling to the time I spent with them dearly. At first, I was super shy but in
time after finding somewhere to eat I was able to open up to this Japanese group and we ended up having
a really fun time. They were the first to introduce me to Tonkatsu Curry which is a fairly popular dish in
Japan; this dish became my favorite, I even tried to make it again once I got back to Colorado.
Furthermore, the six of us talked about the differences in our cultures, we talked about what foods we
have in America and I even taught them a couple of words in Spanish since when I told them they were
very surprised to know that my family is from El Salvador. Later in the night, we would go to a karaoke
place and I would sing some of my favorite songs. I had a really fun time with this group, they made me
realize that I had no reason to be nervous when meeting new people and it helped in the future when I
met my homestay family. Thanks SDC for organizing these Japanese student group meetings and
orientations.



This photo was taken at the top of Komaga-take Volcano. The hour-long hike was miserable, as a
person from Colorado which is one of the most popular places to hike I hated the climb. Still, spending
time with my group made it all the better. I was hiking with my friend Jeremy next to me and we were
sharing a large bottle of Aquarius (an Electrolyte drink). The whole hike was full of laughs and questions
about why people hike. We would have to stop hiking and take a break because we would laugh ourselves
out of breath. While the action of hiking was tough, the time I spent climbing up was wonderful. I grew
close with Jeremy during the climb and we talked about our favorite music genres and our favorite things
about the trip so far. Furthermore, on the same day, we went and kayaked in a gorgeous lake which we
swam in later. The day was full of outdoor activities and as a person who is not into doing outdoor
activities, I had a great time.



On our last couple days of the program, the group and I were in Tokyo, and during one of our free
times, my friend Jeremy and I, instead of going shopping like the rest of the group, walked around and
looked at the exotic cars. I love cars but I don’t know car models very well. Jeremy knew cars like a
second language. Every time we would find a cool car on the road, Jeremy would be able to name its
model name, year and their pricing. We would walk around for the full two hours of our free time
admiring cars, and we even got so lucky to see a Koenigsegg which can sell for around two million US
dollars. The feeling of seeing so many expensive and luxurious cars back to back to back was
exhilarating. We would cross the street trying to get drivers to rev their cars (an action in which the
accelerator is pressed while the car is in park.) and we were lucky enough to get some video of cars
making really loud sounds. The Tokyo car nightlife was not an experience I thought I would have, but it
stuck to me and made me fall in love with the Nissan GTR Skyline.

I could not get enough of Japan and learning new things every minute. Thank you SDC for
selecting me for this program!


